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H A P P Y  N E W  Y E A R !
We will continue to fight for you
& your family 
We at Salenger, Sack, Kimmel & Bavaro want to wish 
you and your family a Happy New Year! We hope you 
enjoyed the holiday season and spent quality time with 
your loved ones. 
  
Welcome to 2023! The past three years have shown 
us the need to prepare for the uncertainties in life. 
However, there are many things in life we can’t prepare 
for, like car accidents, medical mistakes, or even the 
unexpected loss of a loved one. These disruptive life 
events can happen without notice and may cause 
substantial financial hardship to you and your family. 
  

We are here to help you through those unanticipated 
events. We provide you with a service and a promise. 
Our service is our expertise as litigators and trial 
attorneys for nearly forty years. Our promise is to be 
your voice and to compassionately guide you through 
this difficult time. We are your advocates fighting for 
justice and getting the compensation you and your 
family deserve. 
  
We wish you all a healthy and prosperous 2023! Please 
don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any questions 
about your case or any other legal issue. We are always 
here for you.
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J O S E P H  B A V A R O
Senior Partner Joe Bavaro is 
widely recognized as one of 
New York’s most compelling 
and effective trial lawyers. Over 
his career, Joe has won a bevy 
of awards and accolades for his 
success in courtrooms all over the 
state. 
  
This year, Joe was selected to the 
Long Island Business News Power 
25 Lawyer list, awarded to legal 
professionals who exemplify the 
region’s best and brightest legal 
minds and who show that they also 
give from their hearts. 
  
Entering his 25th year with the 
firm, Joe has achieved notoriety 
for his substantial verdicts and 
settlements throughout his career. 
This year alone, he achieved more 
than $10 million in verdicts on 
Long Island in Nassau and Suffolk 
Supreme Court.  
  
In Suffolk County, he earned 
a $4 million verdict for a Long 

Island Railroad employee who 
was injured while loading trash 
onto a truck at the Ronkonkoma 
station. Associate attorney Justin 
Curtis served as second chair 
for that trial. In Nassau County, 
Joe teamed up with Partner 
Carolyn Caccese to win a $5.75 
million verdict for a client who 
suffered a nerve injury during 
a spinal surgery, which caused 
incontinence. 
  
Joe is also an advocate for 
individuals with autism and helps 
lead fundraising efforts for The 
Ascent School for Individuals 
with Autism. We hold annual 
fundraisers for the school to help 
provide the necessary staffing at 
the school.  
  
Once again, Joe was recognized by 
Best Lawyers and Super Lawyers 
for his stellar work in both medical 
malpractice and general personal 
injury litigation.
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Happy New Year 
everyone! 

I can’t believe it’s 
already 2023! I 
hope you all had a 
terrific 2022. 
 
It’s been a busy 
year at Salenger, 
Sack, Kimmel 
& Bavaro. The 
backlog in the 
courts from the 
pandemic has 
steadily improved. 
Many of your 
cases have been 
delayed due to 

the Covid-19 pandemic. Still, we’re hopeful that things 
will continue picking up over the upcoming months. The 
attorneys and support staff have worked very hard to 
move your cases and obtain the justice you deserve! 
  
We understand that the litigation process is just as 
important as the ultimate result. While we’ve been doing 
this for almost forty years, most of you are new to what 

a lawsuit entails. It can take a long time! So, while the 
wheels of justice often move slower than we’d like, rest 
assured that we’re giving your case the attention it 
deserves. Feel free to contact us for updates or status 
reports on what’s happening in your case. 
  
On a personal note (especially to the animal lovers out 
there), I saw my family grow by leaps and bounds in 
2022 – quite literally! My wife, Connie, and I rescued 
four kittens who have already grown into beautiful cats 
(and I think they’re still growing). I never knew what it 
was to “socialize” cats, but I do now! Even our 14- year-
old chihuahua has grown to love his new brother and 3 
sisters, which shows anything is possible! 
  
So, from the Salenger, Sack, Kimmel & Bavaro family 
(kittens and chihuahuas included), I’d like to wish 
everyone a happy and healthy New Year. We’re looking 
forward to a terrific and prosperous 2023! And 
remember: We are your family attorneys – if you ever 
have any legal issues arise, call us. If it’s not something 
our firm handles, we’ll help you find the lawyer you need.

Jeffrey M. Kimmel
Managing Partner & CEO

A message from our managing partner 
& chief executive officer
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A RISING STAR

From authoring scholarly publications to second-chairing 
a Senior Partner at trial, the Salenger, Sack, Kimmel & 
Bavaro associate attorneys have been at the forefront of 
our success inside and outside the courtroom. 
  
The level of expertise and commitment of all the firm’s 
associates has propelled us to be one of New York State’s 
leaders in personal injury and medical malpractice. Their 
efforts have greatly contributed to the firm’s success. 
  
Earlier this year, Associate Attorney Jared Behr wrote 
an article for The Legal Brief, the official publication of 
the Suffolk County Bar Association, discussing how 
biomechanical engineers testify in car accident cases. 
In the article, Jared, a former Suffolk County Assistant 
District Attorney and Senior Trial Attorney for a major 
insurance company, explains the legal issues surrounding 
this complex expert testimony.

 After being selected as 
a 2022 Top Lawyer by 
the Long Island Herald 
Newspapers in September, 
Jared served as second  
chair to Partner Ed 
Nitkewicz in a car accident 
case in Suffolk County 
Supreme Court. The duo 
successfully obtained a 
$500,000 verdict for our 
client. 
  
A month later, Jared 
teamed up with partner 
Deborah Kurtz to obtain a 
$1.2 million settlement for 
a client seriously injured 
in a Nassau County car 
accident.

The Best Offense is a Good Defense

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2

2022: the year of the tiger
Carolyn Caccese: Medical Malpractice 
Medical malpractice cases are usually highly complex 
matters, and we’re often required to use multiple expert 
physicians and healthcare providers to prove our cases. 
Salenger, Sack, Kimmel & Bavaro has been a leader in this 
field for decades. We currently have about 125 open and 
active medical malpractice cases. Many personal injury 
attorneys refer their medical malpractice cases to us 
because of our extensive experience and expertise. 
  
Partner Carolyn Caccese is one the best-known medical 
malpractice attorneys in the field. She has served as 
Chairperson and Member of the Medical Malpractice 
Committee of the City Bar Association. This year, Carolyn 
helped our clients receive over $8 million in compensation. 
  
Entering her twentieth year at the firm, Carolyn has 
proved to be a valuable asset to her colleagues and us. She 
actively serves on numerous organizations and associations 
throughout the state. In May, she was honored as the 
outgoing President of The New York State Academy of Trial 
Lawyers, an association with more than 4,400 members 
invested in advancing the core values of the legal profession. 
  
Additionally, she is a member of the Board of Directors for 
the Brooklyn Women’s Bar Association, whose mission is 
to eliminate gender bias in the courts, to acknowledge and 
advance the skills and status of women lawyers, and 
to protect and further the rights of all women. She also 

serves as Secretary for the New York City Trial Lawyers 
Alliance, an association that encourages the development of 
collegial relationships between judges and attorneys. 
Carolyn teamed up with Senior Partner Joe Bavaro in 
several medical malpractice trials this year. In Nassau 
County, they obtained a $5.75 million verdict for a client 
who suffered a nerve injury during a spinal surgery, which 
caused incontinence. 
  
In Suffolk County, they received an $850,000 verdict in 
a wrongful death case. Our 49-year-old client, diagnosed 
with an aortic dissection, was 
improperly discharged from a 
hospital. Two days later, he 
died from complications 
stemming from the dissection. 
  
For all her exploits, Carolyn 
was named to the Super 
Lawyers’ list of Top 50 Women 
in the New York Metro Area. 
Our firm was also recognized 
as Best Medical Malpractice 
Law firm by Best Lawyers. Both 
are peer-review publication 
companies in the legal 
profession.
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The holiday break is an exciting time of year for 
many people. It usually means time off from work, 
getting into the holiday spirit, and quality time 
with family members. There’s always something 
exciting to look forward to; for some parents, 
it could mean that their college-aged child or 
children are home from college. However, before 
they return to school, there are a couple of things 
to be mindful of, especially if they’re living in a 
different state.   
 
As soon as your child turns 18, they are legally an 
adult. In most states, you are barred from making 
any medical decisions on your child’s behalf. Should 
anything happen to your child, you have no access 
to speak with their doctor or hospital personnel. 
According to HIPAA laws, which may vary in 
states, hospitals cannot provide you with any 
information about your child because they are over 
18. Furthermore, if your child is covered under 
your health insurance and you are paying all of the 
bills, you are still not entitled to access your child’s 
medical records if they are over 18.  
 
While preparing for your child’s return to college, 
looking into a Health Care Proxy can put your 
mind at ease. This is important for you and your 
child so you can be well-informed if a medical 
issue should arise. From something as minor as a 
doctor explaining the risks of a specific surgery 
to you making a decision in the event your child is 
temporarily or permanently incapacitated, you will 
be able to decide on your child’s behalf.  
 
A health care proxy is a legal document that 
will allow your child’s agents (the parents) to 
communicate with medical professionals and make 
informed decisions regarding treatment for their 
child should a medical emergency happen. 
 
Partner Gerilynn Falasco has extensive estate 
planning and guardianship knowledge. She has 
helped our clients 
draft documents 
such as a health care 
proxies, living wills, 
and much more.  
 
If you’d like more info, 
don’t hesitate to get 
in touch with Gerilyn 
before your child 
returns to college for 
the spring semester. 
We are here to help. 
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P E R S O N A L 
I N J U R Y 

Partner John Zervopoulos remains a stalwart 
of the personal injury team at our firm. He is 
extremely passionate about all his cases and 
continues to fight for all of our clients. He is 
responsible for representing everyday people and 
their families who have suffered from catastrophic 
personal injuries.   
 
John’s attentiveness to his clients does not go 
unnoticed. In 2022, John received praise for his 
compassion and sincerity towards clients on 
Google, where clients have left eight (8) five-star 
reviews. 
 
John credits his success to his team of Valerie 
and Vincenza, who help him throughout the year. 
Recently a client gave kudos to the dynamic team.  
 
“My father got into a serious car accident couple 
years back and was referred to this law firm. I cannot 
thank John Zervopoulos enough for helping my father 
during this difficult time. John worked diligently on 
my father’s case so he could focus on his health and 
recovery. He did a wonderful job representing my 
father and successfully closed the case. Valerie was 
amazing as well. She explained everything in detail 
and helped make the process a smooth one. She 
promptly answered all of my parents questions and 
concerns and always kept them updated on the case.”  
 
John shares his experiences and enthusiasm for 
the law in mentoring the associates at the firm and 
other colleagues. Earlier this year, he was elected 
vice president of the Hellenic Lawyers Association 
(HLA).   
 
Last month, he obtained a $1.45 million settlement 
for a 64-year-old man seriously injured in a bicycle 
accident in Suffolk County.

HEALTH CARE PROXY
FOR YOUR COLLEGE-

AGED CHILD
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OUTSIDE THE COURTROOM

INSIDE THE COURTROOM

Nassau Suffolk Law Services hosted its 2022 Gala in 
May. This non-profit helps provide legal support for 
low-income people experiencing shelter, food, 
healthcare and family issues. Partner Jeff Kimmel, a 
member of the Advisory Council, acted as Master of 
Ceremonies for this year’s event.

 Partner Ed Nitkewicz was honored by the Long Island 
Coalition Against Bullying at the Pavilion at Sunken 
Meadow State Park. LICAB emphasizes the importance 
of bully-free communities on Long Island through 
education, increased awareness, and therapeutic 
outlets. 

Nassau Suffolk 

Law Services Gala

Long Island Coalition 

Against Bullying

Rated Best Law Firms

Six partners of the firm were selected as 
Super Lawyers 2022! Congrats to Joe Bavaro, 
Jeff Kimmel, Marvin Salenger, Carolyn 
Caccese, John Zervopoulos and Ed Nitkewicz 
on their recognition and achievement.

• For the fifth-consecutive year, Salenger, Sack, Kimmel & 
Bavaro has been ranked among the top law firms in the 
country by U.S. News & World Report.

• This recognition comes after an impressive 2022 year 
from the firm. SSKB Law won our clients over $50 million 
in compensation last year.

• In addition, the firm has recieved over 36 five-star 
reviews on Google. 
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OUR PRACTICES

TOP-RATED NEW YORK TRIAL LAWYERS
OVER $1 BILLION RECOVERED FOR CLIENTS

Manhattan Brooklyn Long Island

• Medical Malpractice

• Motor Vehicle 

Accidents

• Premises Accidents

• Wrongful Death

• Motorcycle 

Accidents

• Bicycle Accidents

• Pedestr ian Accidents

• Bus Accidents

• Truck Accidents

• Train & Subway 

Accidents

• Defective Products/

Drugs

• Injured Railroad 

Employees

• Marit ime Law

• Brain & Spinal Cord 

Injuries

• Construction 

Accidents


